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Sir/Madam 

 

I wish to offer respectful advice to the Scottish Government that the well intentioned 
legislative proposals to strengthen University Governance will not have beneficial 
effects , and will damage the credibility of Government.  In these modern times the 
Universities , and those who lead them, have strong sociological awareness. I urge 
Government Ministers to interact with the Principals Group to explore issues that 
concern Government and in that way get a fuller understanding of the best way to 
find common causes.  Edinburgh , it will be clear, is a world class University in the 
top rank internationally in research productivity and in the attraction of UK and 
international research funding. Sir Timothy O`Shea , assisted notably by Sir John 
Savill, has overseen the continued rise of Edinburgh`s reputation ; this feeds through 
to the enrolment of the very best undergraduates, and nearly rivals Oxford.  Dundee 
has in a decade become internationally recognised in bio science and the 
imaginative step of promoting Sir Pete Downes to Principal offers a prospect of 
Dundee extending its areas of expertise ; Dundee is very highly rated for student 
experience as surveys confirm. Sir Ian Diamond is getting Aberdeen in order and is 
eliminating opposition to change and modernisation , he also has a personal track 
record of working with Government at UK level. St Andrews is a magnet for 
international student recruitment and has a very popular student experience. I will 
say nothing of the others but all have positive aspects and ambitious plans. 

There are certain to be better ways of creating Government /University cooperation 
that will be creative and productive than the rather doctrinaire legislative proposals 
that will simply impede and antagonise. My key proposal is for Government to work 
with the Principals Group and perhaps a senior civil servant might be delegated to 
attend that group and lead Government liaison. A second proposal is for 
Government to delegate a civil service representative to join each University`s 
management structure each with a free role to develop involvement and cooperation. 
Such posts , ideally held for two to three years, would be training slots for future 
stars to move through and would be a cost saving in ways that could be explained 
but may well be obvious. 

I feel sure that the Chief Minister and her colleagues would be able to abandon the 
proposed legislation if alternative and functional influence could be secured. It would 
not be a case of the Government appearing weak. If the proposals go through as 
currently intended Government will be weakened. Parliament must be wise and 
entrepreneurial. It is unfortunate that things have gone so far down the wrong track 
and I am surprised that this is the case given the academic credibility that many 
MSP`s and Ministers have 

With good wishes 

Professor Robert A Wood   


